
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 

devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 

have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, you 

will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no pressure. 

Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with God and 

others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace!  

Next Sunday, December 18, our Advent sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our 

Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew” continues with the sermon “Son of Exile”. The 

sermon series is based on Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17.  



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome! Please contact the Church Office 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks 

     & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance:  

      Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services:  Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, December 11:  
  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:05 a.m. Combined Worship Service  

  w/Children’s Program 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship Lunch followed by Visitation  

  of Homebound  

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Ministry 

 

Monday, December 12: 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, December 13: 

  5:30 p.m. Academy Christmas Program 

  6:00 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday, December 14: 

   7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, December 15: 

    7:30 p.m. Contemporary Band Practice 

 

                                               COMING UP 

 

Sunday, December 18:    Youth Progressive Dinner, 5 p.m. 

Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service, 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday, December 25:    Christmas Day Service, 10:00 a.m.  

Monday, Tuesday, December 26,27: Church Office Closed 



Children: Polar Express PJ’s and Presents 
      We had a wonderful time this past Sunday taking a ride on the 

Polar Express! Sixty-five children participated in the evening, and 

25 youth were here to help. The children enjoyed playing Polar 

Express Bingo, making ornaments and picture frames and eating 

some delicious goodies made by Cathy Justus! We also watched 

Polar Express, the movie, with some hot chocolate and homemade 

cookies and even had a visit from jolly old St. Nick himself, who 

gave all the children a bell. And of course, we can’t forget the 

conductor, played by Reed Justus, who did his best to make sure we 

were all on schedule and that all kids had their tickets punched! It 

was a wonderful evening, and I really appreciate all the work put in 

by all the volunteers to make the event such fun for the kids!   

      — Alayna Brooks 



Academy Christmas Program
      The Academy children in the 3- and 4-year-

old classes would like to invite you to our 

Christmas program on Tuesday, December 13. 

We recently performed a short version of our 

program for the United Methodist Women, 

and they seemed to really enjoy our songs, and 

we think you will, too.  Our program will 

begin at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary and will last 

about 30 minutes.  We would love for you to 

come and cheer us on!  We have 48 of our 

friends ready to get you in the Christmas spirit.  We have worked hard on learning nine songs 

for you to enjoy!  Our music teacher is David Patterson. He is a student at McMurry University 

and a member of your church.   

      Thank you for all the ways you have supported our teachers this year.  We can tell they 

really like it when you show your support.  We really like it when you come to read to us in 

our classrooms. Thank you! — Academy students 

Thai Tuesdays  
      Many of you may know that I love to cook. During this past year, I have ventured into the 

realm of Thai cooking.  One of my favorite Thai dishes is Panang Curry.  It is simple, mild, 

easy to make and oh so good. On the second Tuesday of every month during the lunch hour, I 

will be hosting members of the staff — and you — for a simple meal of Panang Curry in the 

Patio Room. We are calling this new venture Thai 

Tuesdays.  It will soon become a tradition as we regularly 

enjoy a simple meal together and connect with and get to 

know each other better. You are welcome to sign up to 

attend a Thai Tuesday by calling the church office at (325) 

672-7893 or by clicking the connect tab at 

www.aldersgateabilene.org and following the link. You can 

choose which date you would like to attend. There is space 

for 10 people each month to join the staff.  If one date is full, 

just choose the next month! I look forward to sharing a meal 

with you! — Steve Brooks  

http://www.aldersgateabilene.org


      Today we will enjoy 

our All-Church Christmas 

Celebration as the children 

share the Christmas story, 

as we eat and talk together 

as large families do and as 

we connect with members who have 

contributed so much to this community but not 

are no longer able to attend with regularity. And 

what a celebration it will be!  

      But the Christmas season in the Christian 

calendar actually begins on Christmas Eve, and 

we will enjoy a lovely celebration then, too! 

Invite your family and friends to Aldersgate on 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24, at 5:30 

p.m. to worship in joy as we celebrate once 

again the birth of Jesus. This beautiful 

candlelight service is open to all ages, but 

childcare will be available if that is the need of 

your family.  

      Because Christmas Day falls on a Sunday 

this year, a prayer and communion service will 

take place on December 25 in the Chapel at 10 

a.m. Come and partake in this simple and 

meaningful reflection on God’s continuous 

work in the world. Sunday School, our regularly 

scheduled worship services and all other 

regularly scheduled activities (including the 

nursery and childcare) will not take place that 

day to allow people time to celebrate with their 

friends and families, as well.  

      As we prepare for these celebrations and 

times of worship, we remember those in our 

city and beyond who will be working during 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. It has 

become a cherished tradition at Aldersgate for us 

to prepare and deliver delicious homemade 

treats to people in Abilene who work in gas 

stations, fire stations, police stations and much 

more. If you will be traveling during the 

holidays, you can even take treats to people 

whose hard work is making it possible for you 

to travel!  

      After our worship today (December 11) and 

next week (December 18), Pastor Steve and I 

will provide you with envelopes that contain 

addresses and additional information to give you 

all the details you need for your Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day deliveries.  

      So as the festivities begin, let us continue to 

prepare our hearts during the remaining weeks 

of the Advent season to welcome the Christmas 

season with much joy . . . and to share that joy 

with others!  

      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.  



Budget for 2016 =     $ 777,000.00 

Received This Week =              $    23,964.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    23,964.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  724,108.69 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget=   $      6,877.92 

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =             $   38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $   41,123.92 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Charles Dortch 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Prayers:  

                   

      

 

Presence and Gifts: 12.4.2016 

To learn more about ways to give, visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust at 

672-7893 or via email at  mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

 McMurry Outreach… Contact Kyle Watson at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org if interested in feeding 

college students during Christmas Break! 

Service:  

9 a.m. Traditional Service: 253  

 11 a.m. Contemporary Service: 210  

Sunday School: 188 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 

more about Adult Sunday School 

classes, contact Amy Wilson Feltz at 

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



Cylus Lane 

Caroline King 

Sam Alexander 

Landon Hicks 

Chandler Majkowski 

Keshia Grubb 

Hallie Brown 

Bella Alexander 

Clara Redman 

Eli Palmer 

Olivia Brown 

Bryson Hicks 

Adah King 

Jessalyn Patterson 

Aspen Spencer 

Hanna Faulkenberry 

Allison Faulkenberry 

Gracie Furr 

Natalie Furr 

Madeleine Moss 

Takoda - Redman 

Montana Redman 

Jaxson Bagwell 

Josie Hovey 

Emma Gillen 

Isaac Crowell 

Bryant Christyauntie 

Nicholas Steele 

Zoe Jeter 

Abbie Mansker 

Jonah Whitaker 

Katelyn Waller 

Aubrey Palmer 

David Moss 

D.A. Crowell 

Ellery Brown 

Elaina Fike 

Noah Majkowski 

Joey Brooks 

Ben Jeter 

Logan Jones 

(under the direction of David Patterson )

When working with children, details are ever-changing, so please grant us grace if the  

name of someone you love is missing from this list.  


